the office

"The Biggest Loser"
by
Gina Gold
and

Aurorae Khoo

Contact:

Writers' Draft 6/30/08
(310) 367-7410
Ggoldlz3@yahoo.com

(310) 770-2302
Akhoo®aol.com



COLD OPEN
FADE IN:

INT. OFFICE - RECEPTION AREA - DAY

DWIGHT leads MICHAEL into the office. Michael is wearing
overly hip, expensive sunglasses.

DWIGHT
Stand back. Coming through.

MICHAEL (0.8)
My pupils are dilated, Dwight, I
can still walk.

DWIGHT
You are this branch’s most valuable
agsgset. I have to protect you from
bruises, concussions, and sudden
ambushes.

MEREDITH walks by. Dwight gets in her face until she backs
off.

JIM looks at the camera.

MICHAETL, TATKING HEAD

Michael is still wearing the sunglasses.

MICHAEL
I just had an eyve exam courtesy of
the Dunder-Mifflin health plan.
Did I already know I had 20-20
vision? Yes. Did I have the exam
because we get a free pair of
“prescription” glasses every year?
Possibly. Is being legally blind
worth scoring these Oakley Titanium
Spikes? You tell me. But there’s
a much deeper question: What has
being without my sight this past
half hour taught me?

He removes his sunglasses. His eyes roam a la Stevie Wonder.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
I now know exactly how Helen Keller
felt. Except for the wawahhhhhh
part... But like Ms. Keller, I have
gained the opposite of sight, which
is insight. I see no evil, hear no
evil, speak no evil.



WIDEN TO REVEAL

DWIGHT
Incorrect. That’s not Helen
Keller. That’'s those carved wooden
monkeys.

MICHAEL
Who do you think they modeled them
after, Dwight?
(re: Dwight)
Which just goes to show you, you
don’'t have to be deaf, dumb, and
blind to be deaf dumb and blind.

END OF COLD OPEN




ACT ONE

INT. MICHAEL'S OFFICE - DAY

Michael is on the phone.

MICHAEL

(into phone)
Jan, I know paying your Pilates
instructor is important. It‘s just
the bank called again and--...
Carpooling with Dwight would save
gas——... I'm already packing
lunch...ckay, we’ll talk about it
later. After your laser peel.

The intercom BUZZES.

PAM (OVER INTERCOM)
Michael, Ryan on 1.

MICHAEL
(into phone)
Gotta go. Love ya—- Jan?

He pushes another button.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
(into speakerphone)
Ryan! If it isn’t Mr. Big Apple,
Mr. Yellow Cab, Mr. World Trade
Center.

RYAN (OVER SPEAKERPHONE)
I've been trying to get you all
morning. Where have you been?

MICHAEL
(to camera)
Getting a much-needed pair of
prescription glasses.

RYAN
Listen, that’s the kind of thing
I'm calling about. 1I‘ve been
talking to Ed Markowitz and--

MICHAEL
Ooh, the CFO. Big Chief Financial
Officer. Should be Chief Bean
Counting Officer. You know what
beans do--they make you fart.



MAN'S VOICE (OVER SPEAKERPHONE)
This is Ed Markowitz.

MICHAEL
(to camera)
——a sign of health in Denmark.

ED
Listen, Michael, Scranton’s medical
claims came in 42 percent higher
than the other branches last
gquarter.

MICHAEL
Go Scranton!

RYAN
That’s not a good thing.

MICHAEL
You want me to fire Meredith? She
really racks up the doctor bills.

RYAN
Because you hit her with your car.

MICHAEL
That’s not quite how it-- My point
is, no Meredith, no follow up
visits for her “fractured” pelvis.
Don’'t need an MBA to figure that
one out, eh, Ed?

ED
Michael, our carrier sent you a
wellness packet with some DVDs last
month. Did you show them to your
employees yet?

MICHAEL
(searching his desk)
Wellness packet? Sure. I‘ve got
it right over...

He finds it under a dripping plant.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
...here.

ED
Look, legally we’'re not allowed to
say this, but your folks cut there--



RYAN
——are the size of water buffaloces.
You’ve got to get them to follow
that plan or we’'re going to have to
make some cuts.

ED
You never heard him say that.

MICHAEL
Wait just a minute, my pecple
happen to be in fine shape.

Michael peeks through the blinds.
SPYSHOTS :
- Kevin stuffs a huge muffin into his mouth.

— Phyllis fidgets with the buttons of her blouse, which are
popping open.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
And corporations can‘t tell workers
how to live their lives. That’s an
outrageous invasion of privacy, it
violates the second amendment, and
I will not do it.

ED
You’ll get a thousand dollar bonus.

QUICK CUT TO:

INT. OFFICE - DAY

MICHAEL
Everyone in the conference room in
ten minutes! We’'re watching DVDs.

Michael returns to his office. XKELLY stands at reception
talking to PAM.

KELLY
Whatever.
(then, to Pam)
So, how was your dinner with Jim’'s
parents? Was it fantastic?

PAM
Uh, yeah, it was nice.



KELLY
Did his mother looove you? That is
sooc important.

PAM
Well, I...

KELLY
Did she give you a hug at the end
of the night?

PAM
Uh. Yeah. 8Sort of. No. Not
really.

KELLY

Okay, you can still recover. You
have to send her a thank you note.
Did you send a thank you note?

Pam perks up.

PAM
No, but I painted her a still-life.
Jim gave it to her.

KELLY
Did you write “thank you” on it?

Jim approaches.

JIM
What’'s going on?

KELLY
Did your mom looove Pam’s picture?

JIM
Wow, news travels fast. Uh, yeah.
Yes, she did.

KELLY
I am so gonna to sing at your guys’
wedding.

Relly walks away, giving Pam the thumbs up behind Jim’s back.

PAM
Relly says it‘s important to make a
good ilmpression on your boyfriend’'s
mother.



JIM
(wincing)
I'm sorry, I‘'m still stuck on Kelly
singing.

PAM
She loves Alanis Morisette. So,
did your mom really liked my
watercolor?

JIM
She hung it right next to my Boy
Scout picture.

PAM
Great, ‘cause apples really bring
out the red in a merit badge.
JIM
And in the rubberbands on my
braces.
Jim’s phone RINGS at his desk.

JIM (CONT'D)
Gotta get that.

Jim hurries to his desk. Pam smiles to herself.

PAM TATKING HEAD

PAM
Yeah, I really think Jim’s mother
liked me. Okay, it was a little
hard to tell, but not everyone is a
smiler. Or a laugher. And she did
get kind of caught up sending her
steak back. Twice. But, yeah, it
was a really good evening.

INT. CONFERENCE ROCM - DAY

THE EMPLOYEES are seated in rows. Michael stands next to a
MONITOR and reads from a pamphlet. Dwight mans the DVD
player.

MICHAEL
(reading)
“Today we are going to watch the
first in a series of ten wellness
DVDs to help you stay fit.”

Groans all around.



STANLEY
What do you mean by “fit?”
heard about these program.

I've
They

fire you if you don’t lose weight.

PHYLLTS

Oh, God, is that what’'s going on?!

MICHAEL

Noco. No. This is about wellness.
For everyone. You, me, Dwight.

DWIGHT

I believe in survival of the

fittest.

MICHAEL
Just roll tape, Dwight.

Jim raises his hand.

JIM
DVDs don‘t have tape.

MICHAEL
They’'re recorded from tape.

JIM
No.

MICHAEL
Locock it up on Wack-o-pedia.

He signals Dwight to press play.
ANGLE ON THE MONITOR
A perky TRAINER in warm-ups addresses

TRAINER (ON TV)
Hi, everyone, I'm Corrinne.

ANDY

the camera.

Hel-loo, Corrinne. I feel well

already.

TRAINER (ON TV)
Welcome to “Wellness Today.”

Remember, the key to wellness 1is

regular fitness and managed
loss.

(MORE)

welght



TRAINER (ON TV) (CONT'D)
Our first installment is *“My Desk
Is My Gym." Because even at your
keyboard, you can still take time
to raise your arms for a great big
stretch.

MICHAEL
C'mon, everyone. Stretch!

A few Employees give a lackluster stretch.

DEREK
(to the group)
I don’'t need that DVD ‘cuz my bked
is my gym. ZXnow what I‘'m sayin’?

KELLY
(flirty)
I do.

KEVIN
Good one, man.

MICHAEL
Peoplel!

TRAINER (ON TV)
...n0w, push against your armrests
to 1ift yourself up. This
strengthens your arms and engages
your core so you can lose those
extra pounds around the middle.

MICHAEL
C'mon, engage your COres.

Dwight follows the exercises; Phyllis, Kevin and the others
make half-hearted attempts.

ANGELA
This is stupid. How are these
pecple supposed to lose weight
doing these ridiculous exercises?
I'm thin. May I please go finish
payroll?

MICHAEL
No, you may not.

Michael hits pause on the DVD.
MICHAEL (CONT'D)

In fact, no one gets paid until we
watch this.



10.

Groans all around.

Pam looks

TOBY
Michael, you really can’'t--

MICHAEL
You people should want tco lose
weight. Why? Because we are a
team. No, we’'re more than a team.
We are parts of the same body.
Like the classic Star Trek episode:
“T am the body, I hear and obey
Landru... I admit that biological
units are iImperfect.” That means
starting right now Andy’'s body is
Dwight’s body, Stanley’s body is
Phyllis’ body, and Pam’'s body is my
body.

at the camera.

JIM
No, it isn't.

MICHAEL
Figuratively.

JIM
No, in no way.

PHYLLIS
I know which part of the body
Angela is. It starts with a “C.”

Angela glares at Phyllis.

ANGELA TATKING HEAD

ANGELA
I should not have to watch these
stupid videos. Everyone knows
“wellness” is a euphemism for “not
fat.” Besides, gluttony is a sin.
God hates fat people and so do I.

INT. CONFERENCE ROCM - CONTINUQUS

The DVD continues in the b.g.

STANLEY
This is ridiculous.



PHYLLIS
This is kind of silly.

MICHAEL
Stop tape!

JIM
No tape.

STANLEY

If they’'re planning on firing us
that’s discrimination.

MICHAEL
No. ©No, it is not. You know why?
Because you, Stanley, are African
American.

STANLEY
What is that supposed to mean?

MICHAEL
It means that in your African
American culture you‘re not
considered fat.

Jim looks at the camera. Did he just say that?

STANLEY
Excuse me?

MICHAEL
All IT'm saying is culturally you're
just right, whereas Kelly, in her
culture, is a cow.

KELLY
Say what?

MICHAEL
But no, see, that’s good because in
India everyone is starving except
telemarketers, and cows are sacred.

Michael looks proudly at the camera.
OBCAR
I'm sorry, doing exercises on some
DVD once a week isn’‘t going to make
anyone fit.

Michael thinks for a minute.



12.

MICHAEL
You're absolutely right. No one
wants a tape telling them how to
live their lives. Forget the damn
DVDs.

Everyone cheers.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
In fact, I hate DVDs!

Michael ejects the DVD and snaps it in half.
Pam loocks at the camera.

DWIGHT
So do I!

Dwight takes another one ocut of the folder and breaks it.
Michael takes another. They keep snapping DVDs until they’'re
all broken in two.

MICHAEL
We don’‘t need any DVDs... You know
why? Because I am going to get you
fit myself.

STANLEY

Goin’ back to work.

OSCAR
Really busy.

Emplovees start to leave.

MICHAEL
It’'s mandatory.

They stop.
TOBY
(to Michael)
You can’'t do that.
They keep walking.
MICHAEL
That’s what they told Miss Jane

Fonda.

Toby throws up his hands.



MICHAEL (CONT'D)
And like Jane, I am going to let
all of you in on the program I use
in the state-of-the-art gym at my
condo community house.

Grumbling.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
So. Let’s begin by defining
“wellness.” Anyonev?

Dwight raises his hand.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
Dwight.

DWIGHT
Wellness is the absence of
excruciating pain.

MICHAEL
Wrong.

Meredith raises her hand.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
(ignoring her)
Anyone. Anyone at all?

MEREDITH
I'm raising my hand.

MICHAEL
(sighs)
What.

MEREDITH
Wellness is an Entenmann’s cake and
a fifth of bourbon.
(to the group)
Am T right?

PHYLLIS
I love Entenmann’s.

KEVIN
I can buzz through a box of their
chocolate donuts in like two
minutes.

PAM
I like the powdered ones.



CREED
Especially after a good blunt.

MICHAEL
People, people!

ANGELA
Seriously, can I go now?

KELLY
Yeah, I'm too much of a cow for
this.

MICHAEL
Okay, fine. Go! 2all of you, just
go!

Everyone files out.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
Apparently none of you cares if you
live or die.

They keep leaving.
MICHAEL (CONT'D)
But I care. I care a lot. I am

tryving to save your lives. I am
your savior!

They keep leaving.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
I'll pay you to lose weight!

Everyone stops. Silence.

CREED
Now, we’'re talkin’.

END OF ACT ONE

14.

FADE OUT.



ACT TWO

INT. CONFERENCE ROCM - CONTINUQUS

OSCAR
So how much will you pay us?

MICHAEL
No, see, I thought we’d all pool
our money together and--

CREED
I'm out.

Everyone starts to leave again.
MICHAEL
Okay, okay, fifty dollars to the
person who loses the most weight in
ten weeks.

No one is interested.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
One-hundred.

Still no interest.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
Five-hundred.

CREED
Deal.

Mumbles of approval.

CREED TATKING HEAD

CREED (CONT'D)
I once burned off 10 pounds in one
hour in Mendocino. Any idea where
I can score two peyote buttons, a
rubber sheet, and a Yuki sweat
lodge?

INT. CONFERENCE ROCM - CONTINUOUS

ANGELA
This is so unfair. I don‘t have
any weight to lose.

PHYLLIS
We 're weeping for you.

15.



DWIGHT
She is perfect.

OSCAR
We should do this on a percentage
basis. That way we level the
playing field.

ANDY
I will so dominate.

DWIGHT
In your dreams.

DWIGHT TALKING HEAD

DWIGHT (CONT'D)

I have not experienced hunger since
May 7, 1982, the day Mother locked
me in the hog pen for getting a B
on my Sunday school spelling quiz—-—
apparently, “flagellation” is
spelled with two L’s. Mother
invited my entire class to the farm
to taunt me through the barn doors.
Afterwards, they ate strudel while
I passed out from the methane
fumes. The upside? I have never
felt hunger--or anything else—-
since. Thank you, Mudder.

INT. CONFERENCE ROCM - CONTINUQUS

PHYLLIS
This is just like that show “The
Biggest Loser.”

KEVIN
I love that program. Two words.
Man boobs.

MICHAEL
It’s just like that, except instead
of losing weight for money we do it
to be healthy.

KEVIN
And for five-hundred bucks.

MICHAEL
Around five-hundred.

Everyone starts to leave again.

























































